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Executive «DEPARTEENT,. Texas, 
City-of Houston, Nav. 19th,. 1838. 
To the Honorable Congress? ae: 
Gentiemen’—The resolutio of the Honarable ‘Con: 
gress, touching Indian relations, and the:copy ofa letter:from Maj.Gewl 
T.J. Rusk, addressed to Brig: Gen'l Mosely Baker,:have been pre~ 
sented to the. Executive, and would heve been answered-ere thistime 
were it not that «he entertamed a hope that some ‘more .satisfactory in- 
formation would atrive from the East, than any that has yet been 
reeeived. i : 

On the subject of running the line-between:the Whites arid the 
Indians, the Executive’ has. no official notice:£hat ‘the work has been: 
completed.. A.copy of a-communication to Major General Y, J..Rusk; 
and ono to Col Alex’r Horton,.wall convey 4o:the: Honorable: Coni 
gress, information ag to, the course. adopted by: the Executive; and he 
a state the grouad on which he beli¢ved herhad the competency 
to, do it. 2 . 

The accompanying document, not before referred lto in this com” 
munication, contains mos} of the'data, oa-which the: Indian claims to 
lands are predicated.. 

It is worthy of remark,.that ag early asthe convention which 
met.at San Felipe in: 1822, the -subject ‘of the Iadianclaims to land 
was referred to.a committee of that- Body, and:«: report made by the 
Hon. Chas S Taylor, chairman of the <commite’, in: which the Indie 
antight to land was.recognized, «and the répost:teseived and: sanction- 
ed by the Body. 2 i A 

We find again thatin-1833, in the:montbiof April a convento 
met,a1 San Felipe: for the. purpose of formaga ‘Cimetitution for:State 
Salt po ni from. Coahuila, sn ira E aaae 
was formed, «2 .corímitide was appoint the purpose of drafting a 
memoriak, of whieh the Hon. David €: -Boasiet wee chairman»—The 
eee i faa the. report previously made iby the. Hon. Chex 8, 
Taylor literally; and when it was reported to the Henge, the conver 
tion unanimously adopted the memorial ; which was sent with the con- 
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stitution framed by Col Stepheh F Austin, to the City of Mexico, end 
submitted to the Federal Congress It will be perceived that by a copy 
of the Treaty, contained in the accompanying pamphlet, which vas 
mado agreeably to tne preliminary action of the Government of "Peras, 
that running the line was stipulated, and at this time ifs execution nag 
been considered all-important If ever prompt action has been neces- 
sary for the salvation of Texas, it is necessiry at this teme to tranquil- 
lize and conciliate the tribes yet friendly, on our Northern frontier 

The accompanying communication, just received from the trommis- 
sioner. Col Alex’r Horton, appointed to run the line, will expla:s the 
peculiar situation of that section of the frontier, and appeal to the Fion- 
orable Congress for the adoption of such measures, as will preseive 
the Eastern sectian of Texas from desolation 

It requires little forecast to predict, it some prompt and decisive 
measnres are not adopted by the Honorable Congress, that m sixty days 
from the present, there will not be a family residing between the À ches 
and the Attoyac ` : 

It is for the Honorable Congress to determine, whether a few in- 
dividuals shall involve the country in a general Indian war,=-—desolate 
one of the fairest and most densely populated sections of the couutry, 
or whether that country shall remain with its population, in peace and 
security, and compel those few seditious speculators to tender obedi- 
ence to the laws, and for the Government to preserve its citizens from 
imminent danger, aad the most grievous calamities 

So far as the direct action of the Executive may be called for by 
the suggestions of the commissioner, it will be exercised for the reason, 
that the integrity, patriotism, and sincerity of that gentleman, cannot 
be questioned; his interest and standing, in the community in which he 
resides, connected with his love of peace; as well as his gallantry in 
war, gives full assurance to his motives and his actions. 

In relation to running the line by order of the Executive, sugges- 
tions may be offered that the treaty was never ratified, and that the Con- 
sultation had mo power to make the decree upon which it was bssed; 
and that therefore the Executive had no authority to run the line, and 
in ordering the same, has transcended his powers 

The treaty was concluded by direction of the General Council, 
and the authorities then existing under special instructions that were 
mot transcended by the commissioners 

It would be regarded by the Honorable Congress, that by an act 
of the convention which met in March, 1836—to frame the constitu- 
tion, under which we are now existing, and which was invested with 
plenary powers—that a general provision was made by that Honorable 
Body, sanctioning and confirming all the acts-ofthe General Consulta- 
tion, as well as those of the General Council —Under these arcam- 
etances, the Executive believed that he was authorized to direct the 
running of the line, and it was not, that he was willing to sacrifice 
principle to, expediency. - a. 
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since the ratification of the acts of the Consultation and General 
Council by the Convention at Washington: and since all lo. aticns, 
suit. ys, and grants, not made previous to th location of the Cherokees, 
Wituin the territory designated, wore declared nuil and voil, and direct- 
el to b> cancelled, the Executive has been assu dthat upwards of 300° * 
leo zu s have been located ja sud tersitary. - , 

Notwithstanding these facts, the Indians relying upon the faith of 
thy Government, and the pledges of the Exccative that justice should 
be done to them—have 1emained peaceable, and now the line hating 
been run, if the measares of the- Government ale now sustain d by 
Congress, the friendship of the Indians will be confirmed — they 
shoul] not be sustain: d, the President will feel himsel! perfectly vindi- 
caia; in the assurances, that he has pursued and r.commended that pol- 
icz, stich alone can save Eastern Vexas' from rum, and the country 
gex rally from imminent danger —It may be rendecmg information to 
th- *lonorable Congicss, to present to them the accompanying letter 
from Mr. Solicitor General Hudson, in relation to the killmg of several 
ad: :duals on the waters of tho B:assos by tue Eiomes 

Many disasters of a simlar character have occured within the 
present yar: The facts contamed in the letter, show cl-aily that the 
canes leading to these unhappy chcumstances, are assignable.— 
Th) great anxiety of our citizens to acquire land, induced them to 
ad; iture into the Indien Hunting Grounds, in numbers not sufficient 
fox’ ifprotection, and masmuch as they met with no sencus opposition 
intse commencement of then surveying, they wec thrown off their 
viz imece, which afforded the Indians an opportunity of taking them 
by sarprise, and hence they became victims to their own indiscretion 
and t-merity. 

rhe Executive anticipating the consequences that would result 
frem-venetrating into the Indian hunting grounds, to a distance where 
th y could not possibly be aided from the settlements, used Lvery en- 
douvor within kis power, to prevent such a course. His personal 
re:oustrances were insufficient to control the determmation of thesr, 
wh se osinions set at naught admonitions that could not be legally n- 
icid The Indians by gaming partial advantages, were induced to 
fo 11 mare lume. ous associations, that have rendered them formidalle, 
and occasionally acquiring spol, have since then been induced to 
advcace upon the scitlements m marauding parties, whilst the circum- 
stance of continuing to survey within their hunting grounds, so much 
ex--perated therr feelings, that their invasions have become formida- 
ble on our frontier . 

It 1s not confined to any particular section of it, butis carried on 
more or less from the Rio Frio to the Red River. For the govern- 
ment to have attempted to render protection tó the surveyors, would 
have been ridiculous There was neither mennor means, and if 
th>. + had been, the Executive had no authority to employ them for 

„ŝu 2 purposes; nor would x have bien just to have involvedthe Treas 
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ury of the country, by employing the means ofthe community gencially, 
for the purposes of mdividual speculation, and private benefit There 
can no doubt remain ‘but what the system which has been pursucd rel- 
ative to the surveymg:and location of lands, has involved the country in 
the calamities which have heretofore, and still continue te visit our fi on- 
tiers, by harrassing and destroying the inhabitants. Itis referrc4 to the 
honorable Congress to determine what measures will necessarily be 
adopted to protect the inhabitants, and restore peace to our borders’ 

The Executive would respectfully suggest, at-least, for some time 
«to come, that restrictions should be laid upon all surveying beyond 
the limits of the settlements, and that the enterprise which has hereto- 
fore been employed to individual benefit, should be dircttcd in some 
channel that will enable the Executive fo repel the agression of the 
Indians, and chastise them for all wanton outrages, so far as the ener+ 
gies of the nation can be combined. a 

The honorable Congress cannot eschew the important’ truth, that, 
independent of all apprehension of Mexican invasion, our country is 
approaching to a solemn and vital erisis, and, unless measwics of a 
most energetic character are adopted, and such us will restofe the 
fenctions of command to the President, the appropriate and constitu- 
tional head of the government, we ean hope for nothing but disaster m 
its military operations, and a total disregard and prostration of the evil 
institutions of the country Flow can a major general, acting upon the 
extreme northern frontier of the country, m personal command, and to 
whom all the defences of the country have been delegated, know the 
wants of upper Brazos—of Colorado—of San Antonio—of Nueces and 
Copano or Corpus. Christi? - : 

Had the power remamed with the Executive, and his constifvtión- 
al rights not been trampled down by the last Congress, the country 
might have entertaaned some hope of being in a defensible positicn 

The constitution intended that he should be held responsible for 
the national defence, at the same time it contemplated he should 
have the means of defending the nation; having been deprived of 
these facilities, and seeing them deposited in the hands of the major 
general, he is constrained, in obedience to his obligation and the con- 
stitution, to contemplate, m the agony of his feehngs, the disasters - 
which are daily befalhng his fellow citizens 

Had the major general and the military officers of this g vem- 
ment been held responsible to ‘the President, who is commandcr-in- 
chief, by the constitution, and. made regular reports of their condition 
and the state of the frontier, the seat of government would have beerme 
the focus of intelligence: when he would have had it m his power 
to have made such details and formed such combinations of force that 
he could have dnected them to any pomt of the invaded fron:ir1, as 
matters are now, intelligence of invasion must first be conveyed to fhe 


major general, and he is the centre from whence all military radiation 
must strike. 
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-Where-do the expresses’ from Hie sotith-west resort: to, in time òf 
-cataniity, bat-the-seat bf govemmënt? They dppéat to-the-President 
for-hid. * His reply is, I-can give yownóne-—É have not the power. 
"They exclaim, Why not £ the answer is simple, because Conpress, By 
econatitiitionalimgjority has deprived the Exethtive of his constitution- 
‘al functions. Go to the major general, who is two hundred miles esst, 
he has the men and’ the: inoney at his dispositivn—the President has 
“meitier - : , 
'Daritig the sessidn-of Congress they mày iman'extraordin 
mantier, éxercise the functions of he Executive, ‘They may par 
orps. “Théy may:'act, influenced by every raror that circulates; 
“but ean the honorable body, remaininp in--séssion'‘n “few weels‘br 
months, engaged with the mukifarious subjects that present themselves, 
Project or tarry: out-a‘s¥stein -of defence, ‘necessary tó the. salvation of 
‘the votititry, as well as the Executive whose attentionis perpetually m- 
tracted to the subject of national defence~-and'preservation? Or cih 
“the honorable Congress, uninflatneed-by passion or temporary excite- 
ment, contemplate the accidental calamities which visit one portion of 
«the country, and apprecidting-that rightly-in the scale of circunmintees, 
“sander to st due weight, while it- does not subtract the necessary menús 
“Tom otlier portions? “No: - A deliberative bódy,-geheral in ats char- 
acter, varied and-diversified'in the interest-of- its menibers, will necessa- 
igily yreld-to the impulse of- circumstances Motives honest, but cer- 
‘tainty impassioned, will inflnence—and if the appeal is thrilling—-gov- 
-érn the-nctivn-and decision ‘bf’ the honorable body. “When 'the states- 
‘aan with a comprehensive. view, and clear perspective, deduci 
“From the past and present, the future condition and necessities of 
:¿guntry; Would:so dispose hitsimenns ás to meet the emergency, what- 
ever it might-be, and acting upon'«seale, unbiassed by passion, render 
Yo the country that protection iehich the:cohstitution has contemplated, 
When ‘it clothed the Executive with power to do sind render tis 
eountry-national defence. cancroit Libtary 
Jn adverting to the copy of aletter furnished the Executive, from 
major general Rusk, to geneal Baker, the Executive'is not diposed 
express that surprise; nor to regard as a matter of astonishment, what he 
would. once Havedone “Flie tights'of: the executive ure clearly de- 
fineil-and-appropriated in the cónatitutión, add whilst they are respectúd 
‘by the co-ordinate Departments of the government, respetability-will 
“attach to all its institutions; so soon as they are disregarded, and-ds- 
véumed by the- Legislative -department of government, an oligarchy 
amust.ensue; for liberty-can only-exist in a Republic when all the de- 
‘partihetits remain perfect, and the orbs move ‘in their approprióte 
“apheres The Executive functions are perpetual in their action The 
Legislative is ‘temporary, and-has its intermissions “What Congrès 
‘does is done ‘by no-ohe, and therefore no responsibility devolves upon 
‘it. The-Executive not bemg temporary to 'the samevextent, is responsi- 
ble, and held so by the nation, The President has never sought to tte- 
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‘gune ony extraordinary functions. he would spurn, with abhorence, 
the idea of encroaching upon any co-ordinate department, and through 
rc gaid to harmony, at the present crisis, he forbears to act m that man- 

er, under which he believes circumstances would render him a per- 
fect justification, and m which his. constitutional rights woul! sustain 
him; ‘therefore he refers the subject to the honorable Congress, whose 
patriotism and alacrity ought mot to be questioned. 

The constitution declares that ‘Congress shall have power to declare 
war’—thereby implying that at is not with the competency of any 
other powertodoso Major General Rusk seems, accoiding to the 
letter which has been referred to the Executive, to have considered 
himself the concentration ofall power. He refers to the Secretary, of 
War, as incidental to his power, but not regarding him as connected 
with the supreme head of the constitutional government, He refers te 
the laws of the country, and seems to place his reliance upon them 
alone, to call out the militia. 

In the mita law of 1836, in extreme cases, the Major General was 
authorized to call out the militia, and report with the greatest expedi- 
tion the same to the President, whose orders he shall obey, (see Sec, 53) 
and also in Sec. 6, of the militia law, vetoed in Decembr 1837, and pass- 
ed by a constitutional majority over the veto ofthe President, makes 
certain provisions for calling them out, but only by order of the Presi- 
dent. Upon these grounds, the Major General seems to found much of 
-ns.authority, but the principal reliance is based upon a law passed the 
last session of Congress, and the authority which it confers, which, al- 
though no. pruited, is nevertheless the law ofthe land, as expressed by 
Mar General Rusk to General Baker. The President felicitates ve- 
ry 1uch, that this law became one, contrary to his veto, and he would 
be doing injustice to thé truth of history, and the integrity of his belief, 
if ho were not to assert that the condition and calamuties of Eastern 
Texas were attributable ta this law, to their present extent He will 
not inlaige upon what has taken place m that region. His spirit re- 
coils with abhorrence in contemplation of scenes which have been 
acted there. Whilst he witnessed the scenes of the wretched, he felt the 
impotincy of his constitutional rights usurped by a co-ordinate depart- 
ment ol the government, and delegated to his subordinates. He for- 
bears to animadvert on the scenes that are past. ‘The rebellion of the 
Mexicans in the county of Nacagdoches, the causes which led to it, the 
confiscation of their property, their destitute and starving condition, are 
circumstaness more eloquent in themselves, than would be appropriate 
in the expressions of the Chief Magistrate Their property has been 
stolin (thorgh not involved in the rebellion} Means of subsistence 
hes ben taken from them They have been driven from their habita- 
tions, their women and children destitute, famished and fleemg for re- 
faze. ‘hey have been murdered in the yard of their domicile, and ne 

rechunitica has been made against the offenders ofthe laws of their 

country j 
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The Major General had the military force at his command, and 
should havé sustained the civil institutions of the nation Appeals and 
Tequests were referred to him by high functionaries of this government, 
” yet the culprits have not been’ arraigned nor brought to justice, 

If persons aré charged with treason, is not their property under 
protection of the law until conviction? Can forfeiture of estate take 
place before conviction or outlawry? “When forfeited, to whom does it 
accrue but the government? The Executive would respectfully re- 
commend to the honorable Congréss the enactment of such laws as 
would protect the innocent, who took no p in the rebelion; and make 
"a judicious disposition of the property of those who participated in the 
crinmnality. : ° 

H is due that section of countr y which has been visited by the great- 
est misfortunes The honest Mexican is as much entitled to the pro- 
tection of law, as the Anglo-Saxon, 

These reflections having meidentally resulted from the letter of 
the Major General, recurs to the’ the War Power — Congress shall 
have power to declare war'” but it appears that under the law of the 
last session, to which the Major General refers, he considers that 
competency within himself : 

- In the communication already alluded to, he denounces war 
against the Coosatties and Alabamas, without the sanction of Congress, 
and devotes all those tribes which he has not excepted, to extermination. 
These tribes have been friendly from time immemorial. They remain 
in perfect amity at this time with the citizens of Texas À few rene- 
gades from their lands may have been found with the wild Indians, and 
may have fallen in the conflict But is that sufficient to doom their na- 
tien to-destruction? The Executive has never presumed to exe1cise 
such extraordinary powers but in the greatest emergency, he refers, 
himsclf to his constitutional privileges 

The Major General had directions from the Executive to “adopt such 
measures for the defence and the security of the frontier as he might 
think the necessitics of the country demanded”-—but not to declare war 
agaist Indian tubes that were. then in amity with the Republic. At 
the time these instructions were communicated to the Major General, 
the Executive had an assurance from him that he would co-operate in 
trunin” the line between the Whites and the Indians, but no intimation 
was Len that. the Major General would declare war against any tribes 
but those known to be hostile, or denounce war against those who were 
known to be in amity with our citizens ` 

We are in a situation to act defensively; but we are not in a situ- 
ation to wage war inthe Prairies It is the pursuit of a phantom that 
must always elude the soldiers grasp, and most certainly at this season 
ofthe year It isthe true policy of this government to preserve peace 
with all the Indian tribes who are faithful to their friendship The 
copy of atalk sent to the Coosaties and Alabamas, a copy of which has 
heen sant to the Major General, will accompany this communication to 
the honorable Congress. 
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.. It is tholastaction whichthe- Executive bas-oxercigell in relation 
to the Indian department of the Repwblic; aad jie referred 4o the idesis- 
jon apd.action ofthe-honoxable Congress. -Tt isseerthin that this mes- 
sage tontaiña many facts with which the citizens of thia Republic should 
-bè acquainted , and it ig hoped that- such measures may.be adapted as 
will lag it before thie-countey, - SAM: HOUSTON, 
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SOPY'OF A TALK SENT BY TAE EXECUTIVE TO 
THE ALABAMAS ANDi COCHRANEN l 
-My Brotugrs —There has-been much talk of war, It is useless 
ete is ho gérise mit. “I know that. my brothers the. Alabamas and 
Cochatties witb totdeteive'mie. “A few bad-men may have-gone,fram 
„amongst you and been killed. withthe enemy. .This shall not destroy 
“Your bands. Fómomber the- worde which T have spoken. to you . The 
Httle Chiefs of the Texian nation shall not, hurt, you My words 
Have’ been spoken and the winds shall not scatter then. Remember 
ame arid be happy with yoúr “women ahd children. Winter is coming 
on and cold weather, and you may be unhappy unless with your wo- 
‘men and children Stay with’ them, until the Spring comes and you 
«Shall receivera talk from the Chiéf of: this nation. "You must not igite 
“ap the tomahawk. “Nor will Lallow other men to raise it against you 
“Irsend to you Wise men to give you counsel, “Listen to them and 
walk in the path they direct. ` Tell'your young ¡men fo stay at home, 
‘that they may not’ bring your nations into" trouble. Old men spegk 
Wisdom, and “youtg mèn should purgue their coúnsel. He that stops 
his ear agaiíst instraction, is a fool, and the wise men of his nation 
“should p 1nish ‘him. There is light from the countenance of the Great 
Spirit upon the good man, when he walketh in the straight path. But 
“brash- and darkness falleth in the Way of him, that walketh in the path 


UE crookedness. (Signed,) SAM. HOUSTON. 
ES \ 
My Daeemed Friend: 


‘After a tiresome and’disagreeable route, 1 have succeeded 
in Yulíning the line between’ the ‘Whites and the Cherokees.— 
Finding that designing persons in'the neighborhood of Nacóg- 
"dbches, were determined:to involve the-country in a general m- 
“dian war, I was induced to, leave this place on the 11th October 
for that frontier. Before I could reach the place of begimning,.a 
‘battle had been fought between Gen. Rusk and the Indian forces, 
which rendered the undertalang dangerous; but onidiscovenng 
the anxiety df some individuels, to driye off the'@hérokces, night 
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or wrong, for individual speculation or self-aggrandisement, re- 
:gardless of the blood ót innocént*women and childrens-end con- 
‘scious ds 1 was that ‘it would have'a Happy: effect, Y détermméd 
to execute my orders or perish ın the'attempt. «Accordingly, 1 
encamped on the west bank*of the Angelina, and entered intd a 
correspondence with Bawles, whom I found friendly, ‘and ex- 
tremely anxious to have the line run. I requested hit to send 
me aid from his pepple, which tre did; but here a diffiewity again 
arose. The whites who were opposed to'niy running the line, 
-when they fourid that threats urid dies could haveno mfluence, 
then endeavored to prevent the Indians from ‘joining me; tellitig 
them that it would benefit then nothing, and that we'would fight 
atnongst ourselves, and ‘his Men would all-be- killed, which 1n- 
timidated the Indians, so that they.did not jomus, until had coi- 
menced and run the line past Lacy’s Fort—but this 1 attribute 
tothe bad conduct of the Agent, who renderéd ime ho service, 
but presented every thing ın the most unfavorable light; but the 
men that were with me were firm and unchangeable, and it was 

impossible to draw them from me. 
. Your friend Hotchkiss threatened, as soon as we began the 
line, that they would fall on the Indian villages—but he took 
eare not to say so to me, but said it to Brown the Surveyor, to 
intimidate him; but 1 told the men, that I knew that brave men 
were too honest, and that treacherous knaves were too dastardly. 
So we proceedédand ran the lihe, with thirty-four Whites, and 
sixteen Cherokees, without molestation. From the hme 1 Jeft 
home until 1 returned, was precisely.mnineteen days. I was de- 
4sined. many days at: Nacogdoches and. sat ben marranging 
taffairs, and satisfying the Indians that 1.would protect them from 
the Whutes, for Boxvles-was uneasy from the rumours that were 
circulatéd by malicious and designing. persons. We ran the tine 
from Neches to Angelina, thence to the first large creek below 
the great Shawanee Village; thence up that creek to 1ts source; 
thence due north. to the Sabine River. [now say to you in truth 
and confiderice, Sims is not a suitable man for that agency, and I - 
would advise you to remove him instantly, for he gave me no 
assistance. I fooled him against his will all the way, and at 
Lacy’s we came to rough words. I then told him plainly, that 
he must alter his ways, or 1 would send hun home. Jf Sims 
thinks strangely of you for removing him, tell him what 1 wrote; 
and I will substantiate what 1 [have written] by all the men that 
were with me. 

You may rest assured, that every thing that art, villainy, 
‘corruption ‘and treachery could invent, were résorted to; to break 
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dv wa and destroy the expedition—but all in vain. We have 
* .sueceeded, and [are] all home in safety, and the Indians are all 
well satisfied, and will remain in peace if the Whites will let 
them alone. 
Captain Bradley and David Renfro, also a Captain, rendered 
mae important service. i - 
Benton, Hotchkiss, Duffield, and many others, were arrayed 
with all their influence against me, but without any success.— 
They have died a naturai death. I think Duffield is repenting 
in sack eloth. and will find forgiveness, but the others have grown 
too old m sin, ever to be just or upright. . , 
I would be glad to see you, and will try to come down short- 
ly, uf possible. Nothing more at present, but remain 
> "Your ob't humble serv, 
(Signed,) . A. HORTON. 
Nov 10, 1838. - 
I cenify the above to be a true copy of the original now on 
file in this department. 
S. C. HOYLE, Private Secretary. 
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- San AvcustIyr, Oct. 10, 1838. 
To Col. A. Horton, . 
- Sır—Should the lines between the Whites and Indians, not 
be run by the 20th inst., by the orders which I have already is- 
suei, you will proceed to have the same executed, and for that 
purpose, you willemploy a Surveyor, and take such force as you 
may dvem proper. You will order the Agent, Charles Sims, Esq. 
with you to act as Commissioner. 
I have the honor to be, 
Your ob't serv’t, 
Copy (Signed) SAM HOUSTON. 


San AuGUsTINE, Oct. 10, 1838, 
To Major Gen. T. J. Rusk, 
Com. Texas Militia. . 
Sir—1 have the honor to communicate to you, and order 
you to have the line rua between the Cherokees and their asso- 


, 
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ciate bands, agreeably to the treaty concluded February 1830, 
between them and the government of Texas, This should be 
done immediately; it will do more to conciliate the Indians, end 
give protection to the Lastern section of Texas, than ten ti:ieusand 
men in the field would produce. Jf it is not immediately done, 
all future calamities must be attributed to 1ts omission. 

jam satisfied if it is not done, that there will be anovher 
runaway scrape, and Eastern Texas wi:l be desolated. Breet 
it to be done immediately: And : charge you with its execu- 
tion. 


~ 


Sims will act as a commissioner on the part of the Republic 
of Texas, and to him you will communicate the orders for imme- 
diate execution. This done, and eastern Texas will have less 
to apprehend for its future safety. 

Ifit is not done, an Indian war may ensue, which will cost 
more blood and treasure than ought to purchase twenty snch tn- 
dian countries. Emigration will be stopped, and the misfortunes 
resulting will not be retrieved in ten years. 

1 have the honor to be 
Your ob'dt. serv’t. 
(Signed) SAM HOUSTON. | 


